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To: Conservation Manager—South Central Region 

From: Deputy Division Chief—Onshore Minerals Regulation 

Subject: Final Mining and Reclamation Plan for Jackpile Uranium Complex 

In response to your memorandum of May 7, 1980, regarding the Jackpile 
uranium mine coiq>lex, we have discussed the Issues within the Conservation 
Division and with staff of the Assistant Secretary, Energy and Minerals. 
A response on the question of National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
con^llance Is being drafted and will be sent shortly. There is a more 
Immediate issue which needs to be addressed as soon as possible. 

No matter what decision is reached on the NEPA issue, it appears to be 
in the best interest of the Department and tlie Tribe that sound technical 
decisions be made regarding the reclamation of the mine complex as quickly 
and efficiently as possible. In order to accomplish this, the South 
Central Region should, as an initial step, prepare a priority list of 
the engineering and environmental studies which are necessary to support 
the Geological Survey's (GS) decision regarding the major issues In the 
proposed mining and reclamation plan. Ve would then attempt to find the 
necessary funds for such studies. 

Please prepare such a list as soon as possible, but not later than 
June 16, ivieu, and send it to this office. Attention: Chief, Branch of 
Solid Minerals Management. 

The list should identify studies and list them in order of highest priority. 
Include for each study: 

1. The specific engineering or environmental study needed to make 
decisions; e.g., cover necessary to mitigate zadon emission from 
spoil piles, reclamation of pits, revegetatlon, etc. 

2. Estimated cost of contracting such a study and, if possible, 
Identification of engineering or environmental contractors who 
are knowledgeable in such areas. 

3. Estimated time for coiq>letlon of study. 
I l l 

9404287 
4. Any outside Federal coordination required; e .g . , Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA), Nuclear Regulatory Comoiisslon, or Bureau 
of Mines. 
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